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California Dream Act

On the application, you’ll need 
to create your:

 User ID
 Password
 Security Questions

dream.csac.ca.gov



2024-25 CADAA Enhancements 

Recommendations

• Consistency of CSAC branding, CADAA login page
• Add CADAA training video to login/registration page
• Add notification of skip logic as FYI to students
• Update AB 540 criteria, requirements to qualify
• Re-word grade level question
• Make Help & Hints button more visible or display automatically
• Consistency with use of capitalization and pronouns throughout the form
• Embed AB 540 affidavit within online CADAA (AB 1540)
• Supplemental Help & Hints on all tax return questions with visual aids
• Build parental signature into original submission, eliminate separate PIN creation 

process
• Create a CADAA Demo/Simulator
• Improve account registration process



2024-25 CADAA Enhancements 

Removal of CADAA Questions?
• Dislocated worker
• ITIN or SSN (perhaps just SSID)
• Driver License Number and DL State

Addition of CADAA Questions?
• Depending on AB 1540, collection of answers to AB 540 determination 

questions
• Race/Ethnicity
• Expansion of college selection, 10 to 20 schools
• Interested in DSIG?



AB 540 Requirements
1.   Time and Coursework

Option A:
3 years high school credits 
and 3 years total attendance 
at any of these schools in 
California:

• Elementary School
• Middle School
• High School

Option B (SB 68/SB 1141):

3 years attendance (or equivalent) 
at any of these schools in 
California:

• High School
• Adult School
• Community College*

*SB 1141 amended SB 68 and allows more than two years of full time 
attendance at a CCC to be counted. 

https://openstates.org/ca/bills/20212022/SB1141/


AB 540 Requirements

2. Degree or Transfer Eligibility

• Graduation from a California High School (or 
the equivalent, GED, HiSET, TASC, CHSPE) or

• Earned an associate’s degree from a California 
Community College or

• Met the minimum requirements to transfer to 
a CSU or UC

3. Non -resident Tuition Exemption

• Student files waiver (AB 540 affidavit) with the 
college or university



AB 540 Affidavit

Undocumented students who are eligible for a non-
resident tuition exception must complete and submit the 
AB 540 Affidavit to the admissions office at their college of 
attendance. 



Best Practices

Customizing your roster
is one way to find your CADAA 

applicants.

• Ensure collection and distribution of non-resident 
tuition exemption form between Financial Aid Office 
and Admissions & Records, prior to disbursement.

• Train all staff on AB 540 eligibility, including proper 
state residency determination.

• Confirm your Financial Aid Management System 
(FAMS) codes AB 540 students appropriately.

• Update AB 540 verification policies & procedures as 
needed when state and federal regulations change.

• Remember that most CADAA filers do not realize 
they are required to have an AB 540 Affidavit on file 
(or even know what it is).

2022-2023



   
California Dream Act ISIRs

Cal Grant Section

Data Transfer

Report 
Download

The raw data may be imported to your 
school’s financial management system 
to use with your software



Non-Immigrant Visas and TPS

Only Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
holders or U Visa holders are eligible for AB 
540:

 TPS or U Visa holders should file CADAA

 T Visa holders should file FAFSA

 Countries with TPS status can change

A-1  B-1  C-1  D-1  E-1  F-1  H-1B1  H-1C  H-2A  H-2B  I  J-1  M-1   
N-8  P-1  Q-1  R-1  S-5  T-1  T-2  TN  TD  U-1  V-1  TPS



California Dream Act Service Incentive Grant

California Dream Act 
Service Incentive 

Grant

Started in 2021–2022

• Cal Grant B recipients who completed the California Dream 
Act Application or Cal Grant A recipients that met Cal Grant B 
eligibility

• 1,667 Cal Grant B Service Incentive Grants of up to $4,500 per 
year

• Must complete 300 community or volunteer service hours 
during the academic year (7/1-6/30).  

• Attend a California public or independent institution

• Removed the “proration” of awards, and now provides stipend 
awards without regards to a student’s part-time or full-time 
status.

Program details: www.csac.ca.gov/dsig 



Qualifying Organizations
What is a qualifying community or volunteer service organization?

• Any business on the List of Service Organizations
• Any school on the Cal Grant Eligible Schools List 
• Nonprofit as defined in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
• Any federal, state, or local government entity
• Organization shall have been established for a minimum of 2 years before student begins 

volunteering
• Work performed is not advocacy of a political, social, or religious nature
• Volunteer service is related to the participating student’s field of study or is in furtherance of 

community service or a community need

How do businesses register as a Qualifying Service Organization?

Organizations submit the Service Organization Registration form. CSAC will verify that the 
organization meets the criteria above.

https://www.csac.ca.gov/dsig/forms

https://www.csac.ca.gov/dsig/forms


For list of approved service organizations, click here

Approved Service Organizations

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/list_of_service_organizations.pdf?1652979589


California DREAM Loan Program for Graduate Degree Programs

Eligibility
Requirements

• Must be AB 540 Eligible
• Must attend a CSU or a UC
• Complete a DREAM Act Application
• Determined to have financial need
• Academic Program must qualify as an eligible program under Cal 

Grant guidelines
• Must be enrolled in programs leading to a professional or graduate 

degree

DREAM
Loan Terms

• Annual loan maximum $4,000 (even if enrollment at multiple 
institutions)

• Aggregate maximum $20,000 at any one institution
• Annual promissory note
• Interest rate matches Subsidized Direct Loan rate for that same year



Application Corrections

G-55 Form

Application corrections are necessary when students:

• Complete the FAFSA instead of the CADAA
• Complete the CADAA instead of the FAFSA
• Complete an application for the wrong year
• Submit duplicate applications
• Gain permanent residency or citizenship

Student must first complete and successfully submit the correct 
financial aid application.

School then submits the Application Conversion Form G-55 with the 
corresponding documentation.



Selective Service

Selective Service registration 
verification is no longer required 
for males between the age of 18 
and 25

SB 169 removed the 
requirement for colleges 
to verify Selective Service 

registration

For more information, please see GSA 2022-34

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2022-34.pdf?1653425036


~20% of CADAA applicants are randomly 
chosen for verification.

 Federal V1- Standard Verification 
Group

 AB 540 eligibility
 Students/parents residing in the 

United States file US tax returns, if 
they meet earning threshold

Complete verification prior
to disbursing funds.

Update: Dept of Education waiver 
was not extended into the 23/24 AY 
and because of this, CSAC will not 
apply any V1 waiver for CADAA 
applicants in 23/24.

Reference: 
https://www.federalregister.gov/docum
ents/2022/07/08/2022-14511/free-
application-for-federal-student-aid-
fafsa-information-to-be-verified-for-
the-2023-2024-award

CADAA Verification



Dream Act ISIR Search

Identify and reach out to 
students with 
incomplete applications:
• No Dream ID
• No EFC
• Submit Flag blank

X X



  
CADAA Correction Screen

Submit G-21

System Admin

WebGrants Home > CADAA > Dream Act ISIR Search
Dependency override: 

● Functionality available to System 
Administrators at each campus

Professional Judgement:
● Check “Professional Judgement”
● Submit Grant Record Change (G-21) 
● Function available to all users with 

access to the CADAA menu

Verification Required:
● Check box after verifying application 

information 



UPDATE: The Commission will follow the recent federal V1 verification waiver 
for 2021-22 CADAA/FAFSA applicants 



CADAA Confirmation Page

Issues which need 
to be resolved:

Next steps student 
should consider:

2023-2024



Cal SAR Report 



Dreamer Resource Centers (DRC)

DRCs are a fantastic resource for 
undocumented students looking for 
advice, suggestions, and resources from 
the university itself. DRCs serve students 
with AB540 status, 
undocumented/DACA, and students 
with mixed immigration status 

The Campaign for College Opportunity 
created an interactive map of 
campuses with DRCs/DRLs- and even 
provides contact information of 
campus allies and liaisons

https://collegecampaign.org/undoc-student-resources/

Connect your students to a Dreamer Resource Center or Liaison



Additional AB 540 Resources

Tuesday, May 9th was the release of this 
groundbreaking intersegmental AB 540 
FAQ. This first-of-its-kind tool will allow 
more effective implementation of this 
important tuition equity policy. Immigrants 
Rising, the California Community Colleges, 
and the University of California hope it will 
become a central reference point for 
practitioners at colleges, universities, high 
schools, adult schools, non-credit programs, 
and college access organizations.

Championing Equity: Systemwide AB 540 FAQ – IMMIGRANTS RISING

https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/championing-equity-systemwide-ab-540-faq/
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