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College Affordability Conference 2020











Letter Sent to All 
Superintendents 

in California 
Encouraging the 
Adoption of Race 

to Submit 
Strategies



IN CALIFORNIA AB 2015 WAS SIGNED BY 
GOVERNOR BROWN ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2018 

This bill would require, commencing with the 2020 –21 school year, the governing board of a 
school district and the governing body of a charter school, as appropriate, to ensure that each 
of its pupils receives information on how to properly complete and submit the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the California Dream Act Application, as appropriate, at least 
once before the pupil enters grade 12.





College Going Rates Riverside County
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BRIGHT SPOT:

Val Verde Unified 
School District
When Val Verde Unified School District found 
that low-income students were not completing 
and submitting financial aid applications, it 
made financial aid application completion a 
graduation requirement in 2017. 

In the first year of implementation alone, Free 
Application for Federal Student/California Dream 
Act Application completion increased 14% points
from 69% to 83% with no adverse impact on high 
school graduation rates.6





VVUSD 2010-2019 COHORT GRADUATION RATE
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VVUSD 2010-2019 A-G RATE
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VAL VERDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
% graduates enrolled in college the fall immediately after high school5

Average = 50%

Effective Date: April 19, 2019



VVUSD FAFSA/California Dream Act 
Graduation Requirement Enacted 6-20-17

Make FAFSA Completion 



Cal Grant Awards Offered To Our 
Students
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Cal Grants Offered
Out of 1,556 Seniors

Only 11 Seniors Opted Out!

This Equates to 0.7%!



PUHSD FAFSA Data



PUHSD Race to Submit 

Perris High School 2020 Statewide Recipient this year at the 
CA College Affordability Conference 









8 Steps That You Can Take To Increase
FAFSA/CA Dream Act Applications In California 

❑ Increase Knowledge of FAFSA/CA DREAM ACT
❑ Increase Level of Concern (Research/Competition)
❑ Have All School District Batch Upload Student GPAs to CSAC
❑ Increase Submission of FAFSA/CA DREAM ACT
❑ Increase Completion of FAFSA/CA DREAM ACT
❑ Check in With All Seniors Over the Summer
❑ Get FAFSA/ California DREAM Act Completed Early (October)
❑ Have CSAC Provide The Number of Awards Offered To Students
❑Have All Schools Monitor The Number Accepted Awards



FAFSA During the Pandemic
● Google Meets/Zoom Presentations Available for 

Families
● One -on -One Virtual Meetings with Parents
● Flexible Meeting Times
● Privacy to Support Families in Breakout Rooms
● Weekly Newsletters
● On -going Support for Graduates
● Increased CADAA Application Submissions
● Overall FAFSA/CADAA Submissions are Similar to 

Class of 2020 
● Families have Better Access to Presentations Online



Missed Money Opportunities
Cal Grant A Cal Grant B Pell Grant 

Cal Grants are up to $12,570 at a University 
of California campus, up to $5,742 at a 
California State University campus, and up 
to $9,084 at independent colleges has a 
GPA requirement. If you’re applying using 
your high school GPA, you must have at 
least a 3.0 GPA

Provides a living allowance of up to $1,672, 
in addition to tuition and fee assistance 
after the first year, as well as tuition and 
fees when renewed or awarded beyond 
your first year, you’ll receive the living 
allowance as well as a tuition and fee 
award (up to $12,570 at a UC campus, up 
to $5,742 at a CSU campus and up to 
$9,084 at independent colleges for 2018 -
2019) requires at least a 2.0 GPA 

Federal Pell Grants usually are awarded 
only to undergraduate students who 
display exceptional financial need and 
have not earned a bachelor's, graduate, or 
professional degree. Amounts can change 
yearly. The maximum Federal Pell Grant 
award is $6,195 for the 2019 –20 award year

77 Students with a 3.0 or 
higher GPA did not fill out 

the FAFSA

279 Students with a 2.0 or 
higher GPA of did not fill 

out the FAFSA

210 Students that qualify 
for free or reduced lunch 
did not fill out the FAFSA

$616,000 $1,674,000 $1,260,000

At Least $3,550,000 of missed opportunity!

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/taxonomy/term/94?width=300px&height=auto&className=glossaryterm&closeButton=true
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/taxonomy/term/53?width=300px&height=auto&className=glossaryterm&closeButton=true


Understanding Your FAFSA

Understanding your FAFSA 
Presentation

Understanding your FAFSA

Understanding your FAFSA 
Sample

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veT1nSNOPnk&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1icrIQkYBjna_enN_fvbToaDl61ANB9FZJaZM4OJtunU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p_bQwm6wK3pGGlTXr6KQjxQBTVmwXFmTI5uMEzUYv6Y/edit


Dialing for Dollars 

Perris Union High School 
Leadership Team contacting 

families about the 
importance of submitting 

the FAFSA



Members of The VVUSD Management Team Phone Banking 
To Student Households Who Had Not Submitted a 

FAFSA/CA DREAM Act Application

Leadership Suggestion:  Make FAFSA Completion Systematic

750 calls 
Were made in

2 hours on
1/22/18



● Debt Help FAFSA Info
● W h y Su b m it  t h e  FAFSA
● FAFSA Co u n t y Vid e o

● FAQ FAFSA
● Dist ric t  Te a m  Assig n m e n t s
● P h o n e  Scrip t

Dialing for Dollars Tools and Resources

http://www.debthelp.com/kc/335-why-fafsa-so-important.html
http://www.simpletuition.com/fafsa/why-submit-the-fafsa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_K7eZPZMyI
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GB7MZgInJ9iTX2bgpW6ABDJM-GwopkpXEt5xXRI_sL0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CaI93PvKhxIKeyg4EJF0LdMgDooXHTJbuazYFp9l6MQ/edit?usp=sharing


What Funding Sources Require FAFSA Submissio
● Cal Grant
● Federal Pell Grant
● Athletic Scholarships
● California Board of Governors Waiver (BOG Waiver)
● Middle Class School (Family Income Ceiling $150,000)
● GI Bill/Military Service Grants
● Foster Youth CHAFEE Grant
● Child Development Grant 

Submission by March 2, 2021 gives priority to those who submit by this 
date

*An y sch o o l o r p ro g ra m  t h a t  re ce ive s  fe d e ra l fu n d s w ill re q u ire  FAFSA 
su b m issio n  fo r t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  q u a lify fo r fu n d in g .



District Events

FAFSA Submissions

College Signing Day

Kickoff to College



Require the FAFSA as a Graduation Requirement

#1 #2 #3

Could California Be Next?



Perceived FAFSA Graduation Requirement Obstac



PERRIS UNION HS DISTRICT
Charles Newman

Assistant Superintendent, Ed Services
charles.newman@puhsd.org

Julie Zierold 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

julie.zierold@puhsd.org

Val Verde Unified School District
Michael McCormick

Superintendent
mmccormick@valverde.edu

Mark Lenoir
Assistant Superintendent, Ed Services

mlenoir@valverde.edu

mailto:charles.newman@puhsd.org
mailto:julie.zierold@puhsd.org
mailto:mmccormick@valverde.edu
mailto:mlenoir@valverde.edu
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